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- SERMON, | 
BY A. B. GROSH. 
“My. grace is sufficient for thee.” —2 Cor, xii: 9. 
The apostle Paul possessed a singular, and, 
many respects, a very desirable turn of mind. 
pstitutionally energetic—zealous in the per- 
pance of what he deemed his duty equally 
in avowing his convictions of the trath, or 
nopposing error, even against fearful odds—he 
sedulously promulgated the doctrines of Jesus, 
whe had previously persecuted, even unto death, 
| who dared to be disciples of the despised Na- 
ene. In short, such have proved to be his 
lents, his disposition and virtues, that we are 
nined to acknowledge the justness of our 
jour’s choice in selecting him to bear the 
Ito the Gentile rations—the message of 
3 salvation to a wicked and cruel portion of 
wr es, 

Such are our convictions now—but what would 
they have heen previous to that selection? We 
would have viewed thé bitter dentmciations and 
the cruel persecutions, whieh were to follow his 
fot steps like baying bloodhounds, eagerly thirst- 
ing for the blood of him, who, by his conversion 
to Christianity, was made a seal of its truth. We 
would have seen him forsaken by kindred, friends 
and. country—his path crossed by imminent per- 
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he loved, and for whose sakes he could wish 
himself accursed after the manner in which Je- 
shad been. We would have seen him ridi- 
culed and scoffed at—beaten, imprisoned, and 
stoned by those whom he strove to enlighten— 
and then, viewing his diminutive form, his plain 
manners, and bold uncompromising zeal, we 
would have wished him a more commanding size, 
greater strength, insinuating address, and a more 
wily spirit. 

Yes; such might have been the opinion even 
of a Samuel, who looked on the outward appear- 
ance only—and similar, no doubt, were the feel- 
ings of Paul in his deep humiliations, when he 
prayed so fervently that the Lord would remove 
his afflictions far from him—when the language 
of our text was necessary to comfort and invigo- 
rate his soul. 





But, by the blessing of God, he was made to 
be what he was; and the prescience of divine 
Grace is never deceived in the gifts it bestows, 
nor in the purpose for which they are given. If 
his splendid talents and erudite knowledge of 
the legal religion, by being lost to the Jews, in- 
creased their regrets and swelled the deadly tide 


with which he espoused, and the ability with 
which he defended the cause of Heaven, render- 
ed it doubly dangerousrto the systems of men.— 
Hence his benevolent heart, buoyed up by divine 
grace, was not exhausted of its kindness, nor his 
ardent soul deterred from its purpose of pfo- 
claiming to his persecutors the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. The grace of God was to him 
his ability—his sufficiency—his all, When, there 
fore, he prayed to be delivered from the perse- 
cutions of the “messenger of Satan”—-‘the thorn 
in the flesh” which bufieted him—and whose 
buffetings were necessary lest he “should be ex- 
alted above measure”—how appropriate were 
the words of our text—the only answer his 
thrice-repeated prayer could receive from heav- 
en! “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is best perfected in weakness.” 

This answer was proyen to be the very truth of 
Heaven, for in the weakness of this indefatiga- 
ble‘apostle was the strength of Heaven shown— 
and the sufficiency of God’s grace stands mani- 
fested in converting the persecuting Jew to an 
humble, zealous Christian—in transforming the 
vindictive “chief of sinners,” “Saul of Tarsus,” 
into “the apostle to the Gentiles,” “Paul, the ser- 
vant of Christ Jesus.” The sufficiency of our 
heavenly Parent’s grace Was also manifested in 
preserving this chosen sefvant, through all per- 
ils, until his mission was performed— in protec- 
ting and supporting him unil be had fought the 
good fight and finished his course—and His al- 
mighty | power was perfected in that weaknegs 
which overcame the pow) FS al, the learned, aaa 
the eloquent opponents to the doctrine of the 
Cross. 

These are few of the special circumstances 
(themselves the best individual illustration) ¢on- 
nected with our text—but, for the purpose of 
further continuing our remarks on the grace of 
God, we shall consider it as if specially address- 
ed to every member of the human family—as, 
indeed, it ts applicable to every son and daugh- 
ter of Adam. In this view of the grace of our 
heavenly Parat, let us, in the first place, exam- 
ine its nature, 

Grace simfly means favor. The grace of fa- 
vor of every Jeing will be modified by the char- 

acter, directal by the vicws, and limited by the 
powers of tht being. The favor of an earthly 
being will l¢ of an earthly character—directed 
in its opertions by imperfect knowledge and 
wisdom, an| extending only so far as the finite 
powers of sth being can extend it. 

Man, wh: seeth but the outward appearance, 
will have ts favor governed by his views, and, 
influenced ly his partial affections, he will ex- 
tend it to those, only, who can gain a place in 
the better feeings and kindly sympathies of his 
bosom. Hisduration limited to a point, his fa- 
vor cannot efend beyond it, and its spread and 
continuance fhanging as he changes, will wane 
with his — and perish with his pow- 
er. t 

The wealund foolish will possess a grace, or 
extend to ors a favor, partaking of their every 
failure and \iperfection. If.a parent, the weak- 





of their bitter enmity, it was because these gifts 
were useful in his mission—because the ardor 


ness and fols of the favor will be manifested in 





the improper indul 8, easy Compliances, and 
inadequate chastiséments of those to whom na- 
ture has made hima protector. What fe dd- 
mires, though ever-so wrong in itself, he will 
applaud and reward in others—and should he 
disapprove the exercise of any virtae, its prac- 
tice, by those under his care, will draw down on 
them unmerited rebukes or improper chastise- 
ments. ® 


But view the grace of the good and prudent 
parent—the wise and virtuous father—of one 
who has understanding and wisdom properly to 
use his power and direct his favor. Self will not 
so much guide and influence his favor, as a prop- 
er regard for the subjects in whose behalf it is 
exercised. Mistaken weakness, too often called 
by the sacred name of mercy, will not withhold 
the chastisements which justice demands, and a 
proper regard to the benefit of the chastised, re- 
quires they should receive at his hand._ Norwill 
vindictive cruelty, calling itself by the holy, be- 
nevolent name of justice, wreak its vengeance on 
the violator of the paternal laws, regardless ‘of. 
every thing but the gratification of blind, selfish 
malice! No; mercy will display itself in the 
favors of paternal rebukes and chastenings, by 
making justice seek nothing but the real good of 
the afflicted —the reformation, obedience, and 
consequent happiness of the disobedient child ot 
his love. And as mercy will thus reign in the 
inflictions of merited chastisements, so y will jus- 
tice be made conspicuous in his merciful dispen- 
sations. The truly good and wise parent will 
not dispense his favors of begnty among his chil- 
dren, without a regard to their lasting We welfare 
without looking beyond their present pleasure— 
but will keep in view their advancement in hap- 
piness and yirtue. And, however deficient in 
wisdom and foresight any man may be—howey- 
er imperfect in goodness orin knowledge—it 
will be admitted by all, that his favor must and 
will be exerted for what he bélieves is good—and 
to produce, in those to whom he extends it, what 
he calls happiness,and pleasure. “If ye, there- 
fore, being evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much rather will your heay- 
enly Parent give géed gifts to them that ask 
him?” Ifa frail and sinful mortal will not wil- 
fully bestow, as a favor, a stone to that ehild 
which begs for bread, nor a scorpion to him who 
needs a fish—how say many that God will ren- 
der cursings to those who most need blessin 
misery to those who are most destitute of happi- 
ness—sin to those who ere in the greatest need 
of holinéss—and aa endless hell to those who 
are most destitute of heaven? - Know ye not that 
the whole need not a physician, but they that are 
stek—that Jesus was not sent to seek and to save 
the found, but that which was lost—that, he came 
to call sinners, and not the righteous, to repent- 
ance and life—and the strength of our God is 
best made perfect in weakness? When will 
thev acquire faith sufficient to believe in the per- 
fection of that Great Being who said unto “the 
chief of sinners,” yet “chiefest of apostles”—to 
the persecuting “Saul of Tarsus,” yet “Paul the 
apostle to the Gentiles”—“My grace is sufficient 
for thee’? > 
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What is the nature of this grace or favor? Is 

-it, like that of frail and erring mortals, liable to 
misdirection, decay, extinetion? A negative 
must be givetfito this question, by those who will, 
for a moment, consider the nature of that Being 
from whom it proceeds and to whom it belongs. 
He is boundiess in wisdom—how, then, shall he 
not see to direct his grace, so as to make it bring 
forth exactly that result which he desires? He 
is infinite in power—who, then, shal! be able to 
stay his favor, to turn aside its benefits, or to re- 
sist its desired operations? His justice is im- 
mutable—how, then, can he ever become cruelly 
unjust, or weakly partial, in his distribution of 
the gifts, or chastisements of his grace ? » His 
mercy is boundless—will not, then, his justice 
aid and unite-in promoting its ends—especially 
so, when the punishments of justice can be made 
the means of answering the desires of mercy? 

God is immutable in his counsels, unwavering 
in his purposes, and unchanging in his nature— 
how impossible is it, therefore, that his grace 
will change—that it will wane, or become extinct” 
Hence, whatsoever God’s faver deems good, it 
will strive to bestow—and this good must and 
will be effected, whether it be by chastenings, or 
by dispensing gifts—whether it be by freeing us 
from afflictions, or, as in the case ef Paul, by 
continuing them to us, that his strength may be 
perfected in our weakness. Whatsoever he deems 
will give happiness, his favor will induce him to 
bestow—and all done by, or through his grace, 
will not only be good, wise, right—but best— 
wisest—most right. 

As a good and wise father regards not so much 
his child’s opinions of pleasure, and its desires 
for gifts, but bis own maturer knowledge of what 
is really good for it to receive and enjoy: so will 
our heavenly Parent—infinitely better and wiser 
than man—disregard our wishes, and our opin- 
ions, to bestow on us what he knows is best for 
us, aud to prepare us for what he knows we are 
best fitted to enjoy. Thus did he in the case of 
Paul, ard thus does he in all those dispensations 
of his providence which we call afflictive, and too 
often murmur at.—And as the erring man designs 
to benefit those to whom he extends his favor, so 
Ged cannot fail to design the benefit of all to 
whom His favor is extended—without the pos- 
sibility, however, of mistaking our good, through 
a want of wisdom ;or of doing us eyil, through 
a want of goodness. 

Having thus attempted to define the nature of 
this grace let us turn our attention to those, who, 
unhappily, may doubt its sufficiency 

1. Its sufficiency in extent. Many, who do 
not doubt the sufficiency of the grace of God to 
effect its purposes, yet doubt its sufficiency, to 
embrace in those benignant purposes, the whole 
human race. . Such will doubtless say, “true— 
the grace of God was sufficient for Paul—suffi- 
cient forall the apostles of Jesus—sufficient for 
all whu were particularly elected of God to be its 
recipients—sufficient for all who will receive it 
—but not sufficient for every individual of our 
race.” And why? “Because God’s grace does 
not, or will not, extend toall.” Have our breth- 
ren thought of the universality and immutability 
of Jehovah? His nature—his whole being—is 
Love. As he is the God of all, the Creator of 


all, and Father of the spirits of all flesh, so must 
he be, and ever remain, love unto all—for he could 
as soon cease to be, us to change his nature— 
cease to be God, as cease to be Love. As “God 
is Love,” so, wherefore he exists, and. to whom- 
soever he exists, he is Love. And as he exists 


etern 
his love—his nature—it is endless, wniversal 
and unchanging. We read (Genesis i : 





received his favor ? 


desires and intents of the soul. 


his deeds, while yet in embryo. He seeth, no 
as man, whose vision is circumscribed by space 


and limited by the short duration of days, months 
and years—but God saw eternity, with all its e- 
vents, fullin his view ; and universal space, he 
looked through more easily than we can look 
Nothing 
that could happen, or will exist, was hidden from 


over the bounds assigned to our vision. 


his view—he saw “the end from the beginning,’ 
and seeing thus, “behold, it was very good.’ 
How then shall not all the myriads of intelli 
gences ever experience his favor ? 
his favor which pronounced them good ? 


into his bestowal of it 1 


“But,” says an objector, “the grace bestowed 
by our Maker has been exhausted—his mercy is 
worn out, and his goodness turned to wrath by the 
wickedness ofman.” The deep—the deep ocean 
on which float the stately ships of war, and in 
the chambers of which the great whales sport at 
leisure, and lose themselves in their vastness, is 
composed of drops—Yes ; of props—such as 
would hang dripping from a_ babe’s soft fingers, 
when they had been dipped into a glassy foun- 


tain of water! And this ponderous globe we 


inhabit, is composed of particles as fine as the 
grains of sand that grit beneath our tread, as we 
Now a drop of water from 


walk the streets! 
the-great ocean—or &"single. particle from this 


monstrous globe, mig!it be destroyed, one, every 
million of years—and thus the time might come, 
when the one would be exhausted, and the other 


would fill its point in the universe no longer. 


Yes ; inconceivably long as it may appear, that 


time would come—but the grace of God, and the 
mercy of Jehovah, are incomparably more vast 
and exhaustless than ocean and earth! His 
boundless grace cannot be measured by drops, 
nor yet by oceans! His infinite mercies cannot 
be numbered by grains, nor yet by globes ! 
How then shall they be exhausted anl destroyed ? 

Alas, for the folly and unbelief of man—that 
it will thus measure the Deity by himan nature 
—and limit to time, space and nunbers, “the 
Holy One of Israel”! ~Go—go, my door Limi- 
tarian brother—go lay thyself down « the shel- 
ly sand of ocean’s shores, and quaff dr) its track- 
less abysses, and then—when thou hist accom- 
plished this finite, and comparatively ¢ifling task 
—then talk of exhausting the grace, th mercies, 
and the goodness of our God! Ifthe light of 
the sus—if the waters of the earth—i the air 
which surrounds the earth—all of whe¢h are fi- 
nite and limited—may bevenjoyed bj the whole 
human race, yet withoutany percepble dimin- 
ution—how much rather may- the bfinite and 
truly exhaustless grace of our God beinjoyed by 
all bis intelligent creatures, without ppoverish- 
ing Him, or diminishingit! Away, \hen, with 
all the irrational and contracted systeis of men, 
which would limit the of God t numbers 





and to years—-which would say unt¢it, “thus 


— 


ly, universally, aud unchangeably—so is 


31. ) 
that, after the ereation, “God saw every thing 
that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.” 
—Being good, who can doubt that it merited and 
Did it ever wholly lose that 
grace? “God saw every thing that he had made.’ 
He seeth not as man seeth—for man louketh on 
the outward appearance, but God looketh on the 
He seeth the 
purposes of man, ere they are fully formed ; and 


Was it not 
And 
if he is immutable, how could he have taken it 
from them—for he could not have been deceived 


—— 


far shalt thou go, and no farther”—and: 
with humble and adoring souls, believe t 
uman race, what our G e 
AM grace is snfficient for thee, 
bere t#Another light in which the suff 
. rod’s grace may be viewed—its powey 
its ability, its sufficiency for the wants of man 
for the accomplishment of God’s designs towar 
his intelligent creatures. This is an importai) 
consideration in examining the sufficiency o 
divine grace—for many of our brethren, who a 
gree with us that this grace is dispensed to every 
being universally, yet believe that it is giyen iy 
such a manner, as will be finally useless, unless 
to those who perform certain things so ,as t 
make it beneficial to them. They tell us that 
Jesus has made it impossible for all men to be 
saved, if they comply with the conditions—that 
the spirit of God is daily striving with all men, 
to bring them unto repentance, and to newness 
of life—but all will not obey it—all will not sub- 
mit themselves to the will of their heavenly Pa- 
rent. In short—the grace of Ged, though suffi- 
cient for all men, universally, is not sufficient to 
save all men! 

These same Limitarian brethren, who call on 
sinners to eomply with the conditions of salvation 
—who assert that .nan is a free agent, and there- 
fore, if he is eternally damned, it will be his own 
fault—these believe that man, of himself, can do 
nothing—that, until changed to a state of grace 
by the grace of God, he is although prone to evil 
and averse to good—totally depraved, deaf, and 
blind, and dead in sin—and yet they call on him 
to hear and to see, to do good, to raise himself to 
life, knowing he cannot! This, they tell us, is 
the moral situation of all men in a state of nature, 
in which state men are, before they are changed 
by the grace of God. But whether so, or not, 
it is evident that the grace of God, being impar- 
tially and universally extended to ali men, must 
be sufficient to restore, or save all, or none ;—if 
it be sufficient to save any, it must be to save all 
—for all are equally destitute of help in them- 
selves and in want of help from God—and his fa- 
vor being impartial and universal to all, will a- 
hke save all, or fail in its sufficiency to all. Any 
conclusion other than these two, must militate ei- 
ther against the infinite, or the impartial nature 
of the grace of God. The disbeliever of ihe 
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ficiency of God’s favor, must therefore disbe 

it for all men—or deny (which would yet be 
absurd) its impartiality, or infinity, or both—and 
prove its Author cruel or weak. 

But to continue our examination of its sufficien- 
cy. You are, many of you, parents—let me 
speak to your feelings as well as to your judg- 
ments—to your prejudices I scorn an appeal— 
lay them aside. A child has rambled forth from 
the bowers of childhood and the home of its infan- 
cy. It has wandered in desert places and clam- 
bered gigantic mountains, till reaching a fearful 
abyss, it has lost its foothold and tumbled down 
the dizzy height—and now, bruised, torn, man- 
gled, its limbs broken, and its eyes blinded, it lies 
in the gloomy chasm, unable, of itself, to do any 
thing for its relief, or release, from its horrid situ- 
ation. ‘That child represents man in a state of 
nature. ‘The ogitated and half distracted friends 
find the lost wanderer in this forlorn and hope- 
less situation, and hasten to raise it out of the 
chasm. A small, slender chord is procured, and 
let down to the child.— Would you not fexamine 
its strength, and seeing it to be probably too 
weak to bear the weight of the child, cry out‘ “It 
is not sufficient ?” A stronger cord procured and. 
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® coolly say —Well; I have made it possible for 


‘mortality—heirs of his kingdom—recipients of 
“his unfading bounties—companiouns of Jesus, and 








down, would not reach the child, by a yard— 
—or even an inch—Wwould you call it suffi- 
ciemt? Suppose a rope sufficiently long and 
strong is let down to the child; but, its arms be- 
ing broken, it is unable to-grasp it. Would you 


you to be saved, on condition that you grasp the 
rope ; and though I know you to be totally disa- 
bled from doing so, yet I callon you to comply 
with the condition, and if you are not saved it is 
your own fault ?”’—Could any of you prove such 
demons incarnate, as to ulter mockeries like these 
to the sufferer? No, you could not; and yet how 
many will attribute such a character as this to 
our Father and our God! 

Seeing the means ofsalvation not yet sufficient 
to meet the child’s case, suppose a cordial to be 
let down to it, which shall invigorate it sufficient- 
ly to tie itself to the rope, but not enable it to tie 
the knots so fast, but that they shall loosen be- 
fore it reaches the top, and the babe again fall- 
ing, be lost beyond all remedy. Would you call 
these means sufficient ? No ; rather than be guilty 
of this extra cruelty, you would crush its head at 
once by hurling on it a rock from the mountain 
height, and so put it out of pain, fear and agony 
forever! Do you shudder at such deeds? Their 
mercies are tender, who do such things, in com- 
parison with the mercies of our God to his bruis- 
ed, mangled offspring, if Partialists say true of 
the sufficiency of his grace, and his foreknowl- 
edge of an endiess hell. 

You cannot but perceive the application of 
these remarks to our subject, and as you would 
never call the means sufficient which would not 
fully and completely release the child,and restore 
it to its friends—so, let me beg of you, never to 
deem the sufficiency of God’s grace inferior to 
the sufficiency of weak, finite and imperfect man. 
Reflect that God has benevolence enough to de- 
sire—wisdom’ to design—and power to execute 
what his favor to mankind deems necessary for 
their salvation—whether it be done by chasten- 
ings or rewards—by trials of prosperity or ad 
versity—whether he perfects his strength in our 
weakness, or manifests its perfection by casting 
down our opposing powers of wickedness. All 
—all will be for our benefit—will tend to make 
us partakers of his holiness—inheritors of his im- 


citizens of heaven ! 


These are a few of the arguments naturally de- 
ducible from the case of Paul, when applied, (as 
it is applicable,) to the whole of the human fam- 
ily—arguments naturally arising from the nature 
of that grace—the universality, immutability, and 
unchanging goodness of its Author. He whose 
grace was sufficient to convert the “chief of sin- 
ners,” is able to convert all sinners—that grace 
which miraculously converted the persecuting 
Saul into St. Paul, will, we are assured, change 
the corruptible into incorruptible, the mortal in- 
to immortal, the weak to the powerful, the dis- 
honorable to the glorious, and the natural to the 
spiritual—for that grace is all-sufficient. 

* * * . * * * * 

My fellow-believers in the promises and oath 
of Jehovah—what abundant, overflowing stores 
of consolation are revealed to us in these views 
of the sufficiency of God’s grace—its sufficiency 
for all men. Ye who in the rosy bowers of in- 
nocence, lately have beheld the destroyer, Death, 
enter your sportive circles and seize on the torm 
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bosom, and render the cords of life asunder—de- 
prive the heaving lungs of vital air, and freeze 
the crimson current which joyously frolicked “in 
the veins—ye who have seen this, though but on 
the threshold of life, could you not feel the truth 
of the declaration :—‘My grace is sufficient-for 
thee”? When you saw your blooming compan- 
ions—the brother of your heart, and the sister of 
your affections—laid beneath the grassy hillock 
of the grave-yard,—when ye saw the cold, fresh 
clay piled on their beautiful forms, and heard the 
heavy clods of the valley rattle on their coffined 
remains—did you find no consolation in these 
views of God’s grace, and its ample sufficiency 
for allmen? Ah, yes ; though your hearts were 
rent in twain with grief, and your bosoms disten- 
ded with swelling agony—though the filaments 
of affection were ruptured unto blood, and your 
cheeks flooded with the bitter tears of unavailing 
sorrow—yet, even then, the Sun of Righteousness 
sent his healing beams amidst the gloom; and 
Hope, twin sister of the soul sprung exulting on 
the wings of Faith, to the blessed truth that God’s 
grace is sufficient for all. 

But ye, upon whose heads time has’ sprinkled 
the frost of half acentury—upon whose hearts the 
chilling blights of sorrow have so often fallen, to 
eat like the cankerworm of fell despair~you look 
around and see a new race springing up in cease- 
less activity ; but the companions of your youth, 
and the friends of your childhood, the prattling 
infants that clungjaround your knees,and the hoa- 
ry-headed parents from whose lips your minds 
derived knowledge—they are no more, and you 
are left to mourn their loss-—but, thanks to these 
glorious views of God’s grace, ye mourn not as 
those without hope! Oh, how greatly has our 
God blessed us, into revealing into our souls the 
sufficiency of his grace, and the universality of 
his love, and his goodness! We look abroad on 
the past, with sorrow it is true, but nota sorrow 
without hope--yea ; we can evenview it with joy 
mingling among our grief! And the future— 
those dear friends, and relatives,whom we may 
ere long be called upon to leave-+we look to the 
future, with fear, it is true, but “tis only a tempo- 
ral one, for our faith extends beyond death, bright- 
ening the unknown regions of eternity with the 
all-sufficiency of God’s grace for all our friends. 
How much more blessed are we than those whose 
views are bounded by the grave, and whese hopes 


human existence! Can we too steadfastly and 
zealously manifest, by our daily walk and con- 
versation, our gratitude to God, and our good 
will to men, for the/inestimable gift of this faith 
in the universal and impartial grace of heaven? 
—a faith which rebs sorrow of its poignancy, 
death of its terrors, the future of its torturing un- 
certainties, and irradiates the glooms which hov- 
er beyond the graye with the halo of life and im- 
mortality for the vhole human family ! 

Oh, how dread/ul, without this taith, must be 
the situatiou of man—how torturing to the bosom 
ofa parent, in his last moments, must be that un- 
belief which limit) the.grace of God to but a por- 
tion of our race! Not himself, only, engrosses 
his mind—his wift.and children, whom he leaves 
to be the sport of temptations and the prey of tri- 
als—will they be able to reach that heaven to 
which he wishes themto aspire? Bitter—tortur- 
ing question! whatwonder were it, if its bare 
suggestion to his mijd were to send him into e- 
ternity, a screaming|despairing maniac ? 





of a dearly loved companion—rob the cheeks of 


bloom, and the eyes of fire—enter the panting 


Nor on a deat only, is needed a firm be- 
licf in the sufficienjy of God’s grace. Every 


¥ 


are measured by the short and uncertain span of 
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year comes to us with afflictions and troubles on 
its wings-—every day sees in our path reflections, 
which, without hope, torture soul, and dash 


with bitterness our hourly cups of bliss. Sick-" 
ness, pain, grief and perplexity render comfort 
necessary for all-—-and where will you find it if 
not in religion? Of what avail are all the pleas- 
ures of the world, without experiencing, by faith, 
those of eternity? Of what value is the friend- 
ship and favor of the ablest friend, or of the most 
powerful potentate, without the consciousness and. 
the certainty of possessing the grace of an almigh- 
ty and heavenly Parent ? 

Believe me, my friends, these views cannot ex- 
ert any other than a salutary, beneficial tendency. 
They cannot but excite gratitude and love tothe 
Parent of all, and good will to the whole family. 
And in every comfort of life, they will be a heigh- 
tener of your joys—in every affliction, a soother 
of your sorrows--in every temptation, a strength- 
ener of your virtues---and im every trial of forti- 
tude, a stay, a staff, and a support to every soul. 
When you are forced to ask, “Our fathers, where 
are they, and our prophets do they live forever ?” 
---when you look for them in the busy walks of 
life, and cannot find them; or in the peaceful 
bowers of retirement, and see them not ; then let 
our text be balm to your grief-stricken souls-—let 
it whisper, as from our God, “My grace is suffi- 
cient for thee.” When you are called to see 
those near and dear to you vanish from your 
sight--to see the prostrate table and the erect 
tombstone, record the wiumphs of death over 
your relatives and friends—when you are called 
to see their mouldering remains placed in the 
mansions of the grave---then may these words of 
Heaven fill your heavenly bosoms, aching and 
void, with celestial joy and heavenly peace! And 
when you, yourselves, depart—may you go with 
songs of joy upon your lips, and the voice of heav- 
en sounding in your ears“ My grace is sufficient 
for thee.”—Amen. 


a 
BOSTON ASSOCIATION. 

The Boston association of Universalists assem- 
bled in Lowell, Mass. Dec. 7, last. The meeting 
being called to order by the Moderator, Br. S. 
P. Skinner of Cambridgeport was elected Clerk. 
But little business relating to.the internal affairs 
ofthe Association appears to have been transac- 
ted. We are happy, however, to notice,that two 
new laborers were admitted to the fellowship of 
the association—viz. Br. Winslow W. Wright 
and Br. Elbridge Trull; and that ordination, ~ 
was conferred on Br. Jehiel Smith. A vote ~ 
offering the thanks of the Council to Rev. H. 
Ballou for his Sermon delivered on Wednesday 
afternoon, was passed; and a copy requested 
for publication in the Trumpet. Public exer- 
cises were held once on Tuesday. evening, and 
thriceon Wednesday. The preachers were Rev. 
H. Ballou, and Rev. T. Whittemore. The Cir- 
cular Letter is written by Br. Skinner. 

After prayer in council by Br. Jehiel Smith, 
the Association adjourned to meet again in Marl- 
boro’, Mass. on the Ist Wednesday in June next. 

Christian Intelligencer. 


Good Comparison.—W hen we look at a field of 
corn, we find that those stalks which raise their 
heads the highest, are the emptiest.---The same is 
the case with men-—those who assume the great- 
est consequence have generally the least share of 
judgment and ability. 











To secure thy content, look upon those thous- 
ands, with whom thou wouldst not for any inter- 
est, change thy fortune and condition. 
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From tho Religious Inquirer. 
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A RELIGIOUS DEBATE. 

The following is an abstract or substance of a 
religious debate which took place at the Masonic 
Hall, 1n Woodbridge, Con. on Sunday evening of 
the 16th ult, between the Rev. Dr. Taylor of 
Yale College, assisted by the Rev. Mr. Curtis, 
and a layman of Woodbridge, on one side, and 
the Rev. Gilman Noyes, of Charlton, Mass. on 
the other. 

After the Rev. Mr. Noyes closed the regular 
services of the evening, the Rev. Mr, Curtis a- 
rose and said that if the audience would be seat- 
ed, there would be an examination of the sermon, 


, which was preached from Romans xiv :8—“ For 


whether we live, we live unto the Lord, and whether 
we «ie, we die unto the Lord ; whether we live, there- 
fore, or die, we are the Lord’s.” The Rev. Mr. 
Noyes likewise joined in the request ; whereupon 
they were immediately seated, and Dr. Taylor a- 
rose and commenced. 

Dr. Taylor—We have not come here this 
evening to disturb this meeting. We live ina 
Jand of civil and religious liberty. Ihave a right 
to preach and defend my sentiments—tbe gentle- 
man who has spoken this evening has the same 
right to preach and defend his sentiments. 1 do 
not deny that he sincerely believes in the doctrine 
which he preaches. The love I have for souls 
‘and the duty I owe my fellow creatures, constrain 
me to examine the sermon which has been preach- 
ed this evening. 

IT acknowledge that many things he has said 
are true—that we are all the Lord’s by creation, 
by preservation, and by redemption—that Christ 
died for all. But this is no proof that all will be 
saved. Christ died to satisfy divine justice. I 


agree with the gentleman, that much depends up-| 


on the word we in the text—that if it signifies 
men, all men will be saved. 
it does not signify all men. 


If I should address a letter toa number of 


all 
But it is evident that 
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the gentleman has argued right in the face and 
eyes of facts. \f sin and misery now exist, they 
may always exist. 

The gentleman thinks there are no personal 
devilsone talked with God—one told our first 
parents they should not die if they ate the forbid- 
den fruit, when God told them they should die. 
“Ve shallnot surely die,” said the serpent. 

Mr. Noyes.—1 have for some time sincerely 
believed in the doctrine ofthe world’s salvation. 
Tam willing and stand ready to defend what I be- 
lieve to be trne. I believe i have given a correct 
interpretation of the text. Ithink the context 
authorizes me in saying that the word we in the 
text signifies all men. [ dare not say in the ser- 
mon that all men lived boly and godly lives. I 
said all men lived and died to the Lord—i.e. 
they lived and died to God’s disposal. The pre- 
ceding verse shows that the word we in the text 





‘signifies all men. ‘None of us liveth to himself, 
| and no man dies to himself” If none of us liveth 
to himself, and no man dieth to himself, most as- 
|suredlv every man must live and die to, or unto, 
some other being than himself. 
| being is, unto whom every man lives and dies, the 
‘textinforms us. ‘*For whether we live, we live un- 
| to the Lord, and whether we die we die, unto the 
| Lord, whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the 
| Lord’s.”’ 

All men, then, whether they live or die, are the 
| Lord’s. Though Paul wrote to believers, yet that 
does not show that he did not comprehend in the 
meaning of the word we in the text, all men. 
From what we have said, it appears evident, that 
ithe word we in the 15th chap. of 1 Cor. (Here 
| Dr. Taylor interrupted, and said that he would 
| grant that it did.) 


| In that chapterit says—‘ We shall not all sleep, 
| but we shall be changed in a moment, in the twink- 
| ling of an eye, at the lasl trump.” J presume the 
gentleman will net dispute that the word sleep, 
| here, signifies to die. ‘We shall not all die.” 


And who that | 


friends, and use the word we in addressing them, | But have not allthose believers died, to whom 
they would do wrong in saying that i meant by! Paul wrote this epistle? They have. The word 
the word we, all mankind. The apostle Paul ad- we then ‘signifies more than those believers to 
dressed the words of the text to believers. It is, whom Paul wrote. Why shall we not all die? 
moreover evident that the word we in the text | Because some will be found alive on the earth in 
does not signify all men; for all men do not live! the last days. The word we then, signifies all 


and die to the Lord—they do not all live holy and 
godly lives. The context says, ‘‘none of us liveth 
to himsel’.” None of those to whom Paul wrote 
lived to themselves, but to the Lord. 

The doctrine of future endless punishment is 
clearly proved, by as many as thirty passages 
fromthe Bible. I once read the Bible through, 
to see how many passages there were that prov- 
ed the doctrine, and | found as many as thirty. 
On account of the different criticisms upon the 
word everlasting, I will omit the places where 
that word occurs. It is said of the wicked, “they 
shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without reme- 
dy.” “He that hath the Son hath life, he that hath 
not the Son hath not life, but the wrath of God abi- 
det on him.” “He that believeth not shall Le dam- 
ned.” “It is appvinted unto all men once to die 
and afier that the judgment.” Here is a judg- 
ment in the future world—the wrath of God abi- 
deth on unbelievers. 

The gentleman thinks that God will not pun- 
ish his children eternally, because no earthly pa- 
rent would, if he could, punish his children so 
Jong. We cannot reason what God will do, from 
what men would do. No earthly parent would 
suffer any of his children to be miserable on 
earth, if he could prevent it. God suffers sin and 
misery tobe on earth, Here you perceive that 


men. This, I think, the good gentleman will not 
| deny. 

| “He that believeth not shall be damaed. He 
that hath not the Son hath not life, or he that be- 
| lieveth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath 
of God abideth on him.” Because some do not 
now believe, it is no reason why they never will 
believe. St. Paul was once an unbeliever. If, 
then, the gentleman can prove that some will re- 
main forever unbelievers, if he can prove that sin 
will continue as long as God himself shall exist, 
I will then give up my presentsentiments, and 
| believe that some will be eternally damned. But 
|we are assured that Christ will finish sin, and 
make an end of transgression, and bring in ever- 
lasting righteousness. 

Again—The gentleman unde:took to quote a 
passage to make you believe thatthere will be a 
judgment in the future world. He quoted it in 
the following manner—It is appdinted unto all 
men once to die, and after that the judgment. He 
did not quote the passage corréctly. It reads 
thus—And as it is appointed unto men, (not unto 
all men) once to die and after \his the judgment. 
The learned gentleman undoulfedly knows, if he 
has read his Greek Testament} that the definite 
article in the Greek occurs befite the word trans- 
lated men, and that if the padage were rightly 








translated, it would read thus; And as itis ap 
pointed unto the men once to.die and after thi 
judgment. Enough has been said on this pa: 
to convince you all that/he has misapplied it. 

Now as it respects God’s punishing his chii- 






misery to be upon the earth, that a greater good 
may thereby be brought about. God punishes 
his ghildren for their profit. Even our opposers 
hold that God punishes for the good of the whole. 
But, my friends, it can do no person in the uni- 
verse any good, that any of God’s children should 
be endlessly punished. It can do God no good— 
it can do those in heaven no good, and it can 
surely do no person any good to be endlessly mis- 
erable. How then can the doctrine b: true? 

The gentleman would have you understand, 
that Universalist ministers are the devil’s preach- 
ers—that they preach the doctrine “ye shall not 
surely die.” Now let us, my friends, look at this 
a little. God said to Adam, “in the day that thou 
eatest, thou shalt surely die.” The devil said 
“ve shall not surely die.” Now my friends, who 
are the devil’s preachers? Who are those that 
preach the devil’s doctrine—“Ye shall not surely 
die” in the day ye transgress. Who are those 
that preach that men go on in sin, and by repent- 
ing afew moments before they die, escape all 
just punishment for their sins? Not Universa- 
list ministers—for they preach that in the day ye 
transgress ye shall surely die. j 

We preach that every man will be punished 
for every sin he commits. We do not hold that 
sin is an infinite evil and deserves endless punish- 
ment: but that it 1s finite and deserves finite pun- 
ishment. We hold that he that doeth wrong shall 
receive for the wrong he hath done, and there is no. 
respect of persons. You can now see, my friends, 
who preach the devil’s doctrine, “Ye shall not 
surely die” in the day ye transgress. 

Dr. Taylor. —There in no use for God’s law 
unless he executes tne penaity of it. God com- 
manded Adam, that he should not eat of the tree 
ofthe knowledge of good and evil, and said in the 
day he ate thereof he should surely die. The 
serpent said, ye shall not surely die. Now, ei- 
ther God or the devil isa liar, The devil waa 
the liar, for our first parents ate and died. 

Mr. Noyes.—The gentleman would intimate 
that our first parents died an eternal death in the 
day they ate the forbidden fruit. Let us examine 
this a Jittle. Itis evident that they died in the 
day they transgressed, Well, what death did they 
die? Was it a temporal death? No, for they 
lived many years after this. Did they die an e- 
ternal death in the day they ate the forbidden 
\fruit ? No; for this could not have happened un- 
| til after they had died a temporal death. If, then, 
they did not die a temporal death nor eternal 
death in the day they ate the forbidden fruit, what 
death did they die? They died a moral or spir- 
itual death, and suffered misery in consequence 
thereof. 

Mr. Curtis.—The gentleman who has preach- 
ed this evening, in quoting a passage from Eze- 
|kiel did not quote the whole verse. The words 
which he quoted are these—‘Behold all souls are 
mine, as the soul of the father, so also the soul 
of the son is mine.,’ Here he stopped. He 
stopped at a semicolen. The rest of the verse 
reads thus—“‘the soul that sinneth, 2t shall, di--”’ 

Mr. Noyes.—If the gentleman is. dissatisfied, 
because I did not quote the whole verse, and 
will stop with me till after the audience retires, | 
will put down the rest of the verse inthe sermon. 
so that if ¥ preach it again, the whole verse shaly 













dren eternally—We hold that God suffers sin and. . 
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shall die an eternal death, or be endlessly mis- 
erable. Every sou! of us in this house has sinned. 
Now according to the definition he would give 
tothe word death, every soul of us must be end- 
lessly miserable. Every soul of mankind has 
sinned ; according to this, every sou! of mankind 
must be endlessly miserable. 
universal damnatior. 

Dr. Taylor.—I did not say what death our 
first prrents died in the day they ate the forbid- | 
den fruit. The gentleman's explanation of that | 
death, ansounts to this—in the day thou diest | 
(snearingly )thou shalt surely die. | 

Mr. Noyes.—i have frequently seen people | 
play upon words. ‘The gentleman who has just, 
now spoken, has tried to play upon words. He | 
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it shall die, intimating that the soul that sinneth|the doctrine of the ultimate happiness ofall mim-| writer for that very purpose. > Ss... 


kind ; becuuse these. attributes in their natural 
operation will, (unless other circumstances in- 


'tervene which we have not taken into the ac- 


count ) as certainly lead to that result asthey ex- 
ist. 





Now the Universalist has a right by all the | 
This would prove }reles of honorable debate, to say that his pecu-| 


liar doctrine is true ; and his opponent may, if 
he can, show it tobe false. But is this the meth- 
od of modern discussion? By no means. Our 
Limitarian friends claim the privilege of assum- 
ing the doctrine of endles misery true, with all 
ifs horrer—with all its unreasonableness—with 
all its opposinionto the divine character. But 
thisis not the worst of the case. Having assuni- 
ed the doctrine itself, they are ready to assume 


‘um of $100, in addition to suitable compensation, 
| for an original work showing the evils of a union 
| of Church and State. 
|nion intended to establish aud circulate such a 


’ } RT aS | be for the purpose of throwing dust in people’s 
very well knows the explanation I gave of the | proofs of it likewise. Here they are at no loss, | Pe, wine peep 


death our first parents died in the garden of |S they deem it necessary only to quote a pas- 





Eden 


thou shalt surely die.” 


died a moral or spiritual death in the day they | @y reference to the subject. 


I did not say that “in the day thou diest | Sage of scripture, w ithout even thinking it of the ap oy , 
I said our first parents |least importance to show that the passage has | crowd, as if in eager pursuit of some body, ery- 


ate the forbiden fruit, and suffered misery in| The doctrine of Universal Salvation would 


consequence thereof. 

Mr. Curtis.—Some will be miserable in 
future world, for they will there reflect upon 
their bad conduct here. 
hell, but to the horrors of conscience. 


Mr. Noyes.—If the gentleman has given up 
the old doctrine of a local hell of fire and brim- 


stone, and now believes that hell is nothing but 
horrors of conscience, I rejoice at it. 
that he has got along so far. 


After a few moments had elapsed, and the} 
audience had begun to retire, Dr. Taylor, wag- | 
ging his head, observed “well if Universalism is! 


true, we are as well as they.",—A HEARER. 





From the Christian Messenger. 


THE JUST METHOD OF ARGUMENT. 


I do not hold to a local | 


I rejoice 


|seem to require but comparatively little proof, 


the | Since it is, in itself, so perfectly consistent with 


ithe acknowledged attributes of God. Not so, 
| however, with endless misery. 
ibe abundant, unquestionable. Suppose of a 
| parent who has ever enjoyed the enviable repu- 
| tation of being a judicious and affectionate fath- 
er, we should hear that he had made some sig- 
nal display of his love and kindness to his whole 
|family. We should be predisposed to believe 
lthe report, beeause it is what we might naturally 
expect from his well known character. We 
should scarcely ask for accumulated evidence of 
\the fact. Even slight proof would be satisfacto- 
\ry But suppose, instead of this honorable re- 
| port, we should be told that this father had be- 
| stowed every blessing in his power on one half 


Its proof should 


We have often, or rather always, observed a|° 


| of his children, and bad actually put the remain- 


° ae" “ } z : . : 
singular assumption of privilige made in the de-|der to death by the most lingering tortures. 


bate between the Limitarian and the Universa-| Could we believe the shocking story without the 

list, by the believer in endless misery. It is such | "0st unquestionable evidence? Should we not 

as ought never to be allowed; a parallel can doubt and hesitate before we gave it a moment’s 
‘ . } mae nt <a a : 

scarcely be found in the whole history of logical | credence? Should we not still hope for better 


discussion. The attributes of the Deity form (things, even as the proofs thicken around us?} 


the basis of all Christian doctrines. Any doctrine | And could we give it implicit faith, until every 
which is in opposition to these attributes, ought | — ees pene Lap oe transaction 
to be supposed fales, and never admitted until | 0%¢ Seen Clearly proved by abun ant and satis- 


proved true. Now what are the attributes of | factory evidence? This, however, is but a poor 





. CURIOUS EXOUGH. 

Who would believe it?, It is announced in the~ 
papers that the Ameri¢an Sunday School Union, 
of which Dr. Ely is the thouth piece, and whe a- 
vowed it, as the intention of the Association, to 
obtain the control of the civil government “in ten 
or at farthest twenty years,” has offered a premi- 


it cannot be that the U- 


,work. We conjecture that, if they want it at 
\all, it is for the purpose of confuting or evading 
ithe facts. The idea however, held out, is that 
they wish to circulate such a work, This must 


eyes. It forcibly reminds us of a person who 
jhad stolen goods, forcing his way through the 
ling strenuously “stop theif! stop thief!” In this 
| way be escaped suspicion himself, and made off 
| with his booty, greatly elated at the success of 
| his stratagem.—Christ. Intel. 





A HINT TO UNIVERSALISTS. 

In the ‘Religious Inquirer’ of November 5, we 
have some account ot “A Religious Debate,” which 
took place in Woodbridge, “between the Rey. 
Dr. Taylor of Yale College, assisted by the Rev. 
| Mr. Curtis, and a layman of Woodbridge on the 
one side, and the Rev. Gilman Noyes of Chariton, 
Mass. on the other.” After Mr. Noyes closed 
the services of the evening, the Rey. Mr. Curtis 
jaroese and stated, that if the audience would be 
| seated, there would be an examination of his ser- 
mon. And we are told, “Mr. Noyes likewise 
joined in the request.” Dr. Taylor then arose, 
and commenced his examination of the sermon, 
| Which did not terminate much to the honor of the 
doctor or his orthodoxy. One doctor, one rever- 
end, and a layman, against one man, was hardly 
“fair play.” But with allthis advantage in point 
of numbers, they retreated from the field. Dr. 
Taylor wagged his head, no doubt in triumph, 
| thinking the old woman’s argument was sufficient 
—‘‘well, if Universalism is true, we are as well off 
| as they.”—Improvement of this subject. 
| Universalists may now go into orthodox meet- 
|ing houses, and as soon as the sevvices are closed, 





Jehovah? Omnipotence, Wisdom, Goodness. 
Justice and mercy, are only modifications of 
goodness manifested in the moral administration 
of the Divine government. Was not God just, 
he must cease to be good or wise; as that pa- 
rent who should refrain from inflicting the nee- 
ded chastisement upon a refractory child, ought 
never to be thought a truly good parent, and cer- 
tainly ‘has no claim to the character of a wise one. 

And what might we naturally expect from the 
operation of infinite goodness, guided hy uner- 
ring wisdom, and sustained and rendered efficient 
by Almighty power? Could we reasonably ex- 
pect the endless misery ofa large part of the in- 


request the audience to be seated, and an exami- 





jillustration of the subject under consideration, | »ation of the sermon shall take place. They can 
, because all men are evil, God is only good, and | 


‘gre : : “> ANG plead precedent for this course of proceeding, and 
| while they are every day changing, God is im-| refer to Dr. Taylor of Yale College, the Rev. 
| mutable. ' Mr. Curtis, and a layman of Woodbridge, as ex- 
Ought not our Limitarian friends, then, under | amples. If Universalists do not take the hint to 
such circumstances, to feel themseives under | do so, it must be because they have a more deli- 
some obligations to do more than merely refer | cate sense of decorum and propriety, than is set 
us to a few passages of Scripture? Ought they |them by the above gentleman. No person at 
not to take especial pains to prove in the first | least, could blame our Br. Noyes in returning this 
place that these seripturgs do apply to the sub- compliment; but we doubt, if he or any other per- 
ject of endless misery? Of what avail is it to} son, would be permitted to examine their sermons. 
tell us, that “except we repent we shall all like-| Jt might be well, however, for him to put them to 
wise perish,” unless it is shown at the same time | the trial, that their candor and impartiality may 
that the word perish, does here really mean Zo! be fairly tested. Should they refuse to have their 





telligent creation? As well might we expect : 
midnight darkness and wintry frosts from. the | sage introduced to support that doctrine. 

full beams of a mid-day summer sun. But the| We are fully aware that the method generally 
doctrine of Universal Salvation rises naturally | pursued by Limitarians, answers their expecta- 
from the acknowledged attributes of God. This)tions. They do not hope to affect the most in- 
then is plainly the doctrine which without any |telligent and reflecting. ‘The ignorant are ready 
farther evidence we are bound to suppose true, | to believe the doctrine of endless misery as plain- 
until it is proved false. It stands on clear and | ly taught in the word of God, as it is_ preached 
eligible ground. When we acknowledge the | by the professed ministers of the Gospel—Nor 
Deity possessed of goodness, wisdom and power ' do they seem to doubt that every passage quoted 


suffer endless misery} And so with every pas- 





sermons examined, it would help to open the 
people’s eyes, that orthodoxy shrinks from an o- 
pen and eandid investigation. 

We have often sat and heard orthodox sermons, 
which we have felt a strong desire to examine, 
before the audience was dismissed. But had we 
proceeded asthe above gentlemen did, we would 
have been denounced as intruders, and disturhers 
of the public peace of religious meetings. Em- 
boldened by the above examples, we shall not 
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pledge ourselves to be silent on all future occa- 
sions. We have sat and heard ourselves as poin- 
tedly preached against, as if we had been named, 
so that the eyes of the audience. were turned on 
us, being the object ofthe remarks. With such 


an example as the above, as a precedent, who 


can well blame me, if I should request, yea, de- 


mand in future # be heard in my dwn defence, 
when the services of the meeting are closed. 

But, before orthodox preachers would permit 
Universalists to come in and examine their ger- 


> mons publicly before the audience, they would 
ndmit none in but by tickets, as at the Theatre. 


Were it universally attended, the fall of orthodoxy 
would be sudden and inevitab!e.. They are alarm- 
ed when they hear of any of their church reading 
a Universalist book, or hear a Universalist ser- 


mon. They are afraid to trust them for a sin- 


gle evening out of their sight, hence have multi- 
plied religious meetings without number, so that 


ther have no time to view, or hear any thing but 
orthodory. Who can believe then, that they would 
admit Universalists to examine their sermons be- 


fore the people ? W. BALFOUR. 
Trumpet. 
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MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS. 


Br. Jouw Moore will preach at the Court House in this vil- 
lage on the 5th Sabbath in January. 
Br. Faverre Mace will preach at Bridgewater next Sab- 
» bath (to-morrow,) and at Andover, N. H. on the Ist. and 2d 
Sabbaths in F ye 








The lack of editorial matter in the present number is 


owing to the absence of the Editor who went on a jour- 
ney about three weeks since, and has not yet returned. 
Before another number is issued, he will doubtless be 
** at home.”” 





“ MORE VICTIMS.” 
We copy the following account of the suicide 
of a respectable citizen of Portland, from the 
Hartford, Religious Inquirer of the 31st ult. a 


paper edited by Rev. Menzies Rayner of Port- 
land.-—Intelligencer. 


ANOTHER MOURNFUL CASE OF SUI- 
CIDE 


On Friday the 19th of Dec. a Mr. David M. 
Cutter of Portland put a period to his earthly 
existence, by hanging himself with a rope, in the 
ehamber ofbis father’sbarn. The circumstances 
connected with this mournful event, as far as, 
upon enquiry we have learned them, are as fol- 
lows. The deceased was 33 years of age ; and 
was the son of My. William Cutter, a respecta- 
ble merchant in this town. He was, (as was 
also his father )a member of the Calvinistic 
Congregational Church in this place ; of which 
the Rey. Dr. Tyler, is at present the minister. 
The deceased was, we believe, very generally 
considered as an upright, pious young man, and 
of an amiable disposition: not remarkable for 
energy of mind, or decision of character ; and 
in concerns of a temporal nature he exhibited 
but little ambition or industry ; and very litile 
spirit of enterprize. Butto the subject of reli- 
zion, and religious excitements and revivals, he 
was very much, and we doubt not, very sincere- 
ly devoted. On this account, probably, as well 
as because he had more leisure than others, he 
was often appointed to attend Associational n.ee- 
tings, &c. as a delegate. He was a constant at- 





as prayer meetings, conference: 
ted in the exercises of said meétings, by.exhorta- 
tion, prayer, and giving an account of the pro- 
gress of revivals in different places ; which, it is 
said, he did with ease and propriety, and to ‘ the 


satisfaction of others. 

It is said that he has for some time past, been 
suspected of occasional mental aberrations, which 
it is thought, as stated by a domestic of the fami- 


ly, has been more apparent since a six days mee- 
ting was held inthe place in about July last ; 
since which, it was thought he appeared at times 


dejected and gloomy, and occasionally absent 
and bewildered ; yet not so as to give uneasiness 
to the family, orto excite concern for his safety. 


The day on which he committed the fatal act, 
he dined with the family, as usual, and soon left 
the house, which was nothing uncommon. A- 
bout dusk the same evening, he was accidently 
discovered, by a person belonging to the house, 


in the situation above described. 
These are, we believe, in substance, the facts 


connected with the case ;.on which we offer no 


remarks, further than that we exceedingly regret 


the mournful oceurrence : that we sincerely sym- 
pathize with the very afflicted family and friends, 


under this mysterious, and painful dispensation, 
and would fain tender to them the consolations 


of that Gospel of peace, which, as we fully be- 
lieve, gives ample assurance of the destruction 


of sin and death, and every evil , and when holi- 
ness and happiness shall be universal, and eter- 
nal. 

Miss Elizabeth Rawdon, a young lady of 18 
years of age, was taken from the Fourth Presby- 


terian Church in this city, (Albany,) in a state of 


insanity, during the late protracted meeting. This 
is the third case of insanity, which has occurred 
in this city, during the month of December-—-all 
caused by religious, or rather irreligious excite- 
ment. If there is not good sense enough in com- 
munity to put a stop to the ragings of that wild- 


fire of fanaticism, which is abroad in the land, a 


Lunatic Assylum must soon be established in eve- 
ry town and city in the Union. We do wrong to 
call it fanaticism, on the part of those who man- 
age revivals. We have often attended those mee- 
tirgs where the seeds of insanity and death are 


sown—-we have narrowly and attentively watch- 
ed every motion--we have witnessed “the cun- 
ning craftiness whereby they lie in wait to de- 
ceive,”and our sober ®pinion is, that these dis- 
turbers of public peace and private happiness, 
are not entitled to the name of misguided enthu- 
siasts. No—we verily believe them down-right 
hypocrites. The fact that they continue their un- 
godly and devilish practices, while the eyes of in- 
sanity caused by their own hands, are rolling up- 
on them, discever a depth of moral turpitude, that 
makes us blush for human nature. 

Once more we sound the alarm---we cry with 
earnestness and sincerity, to an abused and insul- 
ted, yet slumbering people--O how long for God’s 
sake, tell us how long will ye sleep, while your 
sons and your daughters are led by scores, blind- 
folded, to the whirlpool of insanity and death? 
How long will ye give your money your influ- 
ence, and your prayers, to help onward the hell- 
ish work, and strengthen the hands of those can- 
ting hypocrites, who take your children in their 
arms and burl them headlong into the very vor- 
tex of ruin? 

“© ye simple, understand wisdom, and ye fools 
be ye of an understanding heart.”” ‘Doth ‘not 
Wisdom cry and understanding put forth her 














voice?” ‘ Unto you, Omrn, I call, and my voice 
is to the sons of man.”—Anchor. 
REV.SAMUEL ARNOLD. 
As this Rev. gentleman’s name has become 
somewhat notorious within the year past, and as_ 
some of the clergy have endeavoured to refute 


certain statements in the N. H. Patriot not very 
creditable to Mr. Arnold we deem it proper to 
topy the following letters that the public may 


judge impartially of the “astonishing affair.” 
N.H. Spectator. 


From the N. H. Observer. 
REV. SAMUEL ARNOLD. 


Worrroroven Dee. 15th 1831. 
The undersigned Ministers of the Gospel in 
Strafford Gounty, N. H. living in the vicinity of 


Ossipee, and having for some time been acquain- 
ted with the Rev. Samuel Arnold, recently Pas- 
tor of the Church in that place, feel it a duty from 
the evidences of his unchristian conduct, which 
have come to their knowledge, to make known to 
the christian public, that in their opinion Mr. Ar- 


nold has forfeited his Ministerial and christian 


character, and that they are constrained to with- 
draw from him christian fellowship. 
Joshua Dodge, David P.. Smith, 
Samuel Nichols, Joseph Lane, 
Isaac Willey, Chas. G. Safford. 
Daniel Lancaster, 





To rue Eprror or tue N. H. Onserver. 


Sir.—In relation to the many stories of a cer- 
tain character, which have been in circulation 
respecting myself, I would observe, that I know. 
of only one which has any foundation ; this arose 
from gross improprieties on my part, at Oxsipee, 


Which fill me with confusion and astonishment, 


and for which I ought to be deeply humble and 
penitent before God, for the injury done to his 
cause ; and also for imprudenees, by which ex- 
citements have been produced, and the cause of 
Christ has bled and suffered. And tlfis is not all; 


T have a whole life to renounce : for in reviewing 
it, it is now twelve days that I have‘been deceived 
in relation to myself, and have had no good evi- 
dence of ever posessing religion. ‘Though I have 
preached the Gospel, and.have verily thought I 
was doing God service, yet I now see so much 
pride, ambition, and self regard, in my min- 
istry and life, that I am led to fear that these 


have been the ruling principles of my life, and © 
even of my ministry, so that I do not consider 
myself a christian, much less a minister. But if 
I have made havoc of the church of God and was- 
ted it, 1 do beg for an interest in the prayers, o 
ministers and christians. Their ardent and dis- 
interested devotedness to the service of God, is that 
which I most sensibly feel that I need, and it is al- 
so that which of late, it has appeared to me al- 
most certain that I never did and never should 
possess. SAMUEL ARNOLD. 
Dec. 24. 


A COUNTERFEIT TRACT. 

A friend in Freeport has sent usa Tract of 
four octavo pages, which the orthodox are now 
circulating in this State as a Universalists or Uni- 
tarian production. As we find the name of our 
paper mentioned in it in such a way as is inten- 
ded to give currency to the article amongst Jib- 
eral christians, we deem it our duty to warn the 
public against the vile imposition which is thus 
wickedly intended to be practiced upon it. The 
copy which is in-our possession is one of a bud- 
get clandestinely lodged at Bliss’ Hotel in Free- 
port by two orthodox, ministers, who; thinking 
that they were not known, presumed to pass thent 
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off as Universalist tracts. ‘The Rev. deceivers 
were travelling east at that time. We caution 
the public against these impostors. Men who 


would descend to such miserable tricks, would 
rob a hen roost or steal any thing they could lay 


their hands upon. We have the name of one of 
the impostors in our posession. It is not neces- 
sary that we should occupy two columns of our 
paper for the sake of presenting the cheat to our 


readers. The article originated with some or- 
thodox person—+whether it is Dr. Alleu, or some 
other oithodox minister, we do not know-—who | 
is enraged with what we have said and with what 


the Legislature and Boards of Bowdvuin College 
have done in relation tothat Institution. It pro- 


fesses to be addressed to Liberal Christians, sug- 


gesting plans wheréby they and the Legislature 
may accomplish the purpose ef excluding “reli- 
gion,’ from that College and all other Semina- 
ries. Any person, with half an eye, will be able 
to detect the dishonesty and fraud of the provus 
writer. He is evidently “‘mad as a March hare” 


with usand the Legislature of last winters Nay, 
he insults the next Legislature with impunity, 
intimating that the party opposed to “religion” 


is even stronger in it this year than it was last. 
Substituting the word “orthodox sectarism,”’ for 








“religion,” we predict he will find his remark 
too true to sitit his own relish. He calls upon 


the Legislature “which is soon to meet,” to re- 
organize the Boards of Bowdoin College, with a 


view to prevent the-election of orthodox officers 
hereafter. We guess he will find this call re- 
sponded to, in a mianner more practical and se- 
rious than that is which he has made it. 


We are very willing the members of the Le- 
gislature should see thig,tract, which thus public- 


ly insults and defies them in advance. The cop- 
ly in our possession we shall preserve till they 
assemble, when we shall take some pains to give 
them a sight’ of it. ‘The authors @f such imposi- 





rn P 
“This Family are invited to attend a Three 
Days’ Meeting, in the Presbyterian Church, cor- 
ner of Broome* and Ridge-streets. Services will 
commence on Thursday afternoon at three o'clock.” 
We have read of a certain king who invited 


“the princes, the governors, and the captains, 
the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, .the 
sheriffs, and all the rulers” to attend a religious 
(we think not a Three Days’) meeting on the 


plain of Dura. There was a powerful revival, 
a great conversion there, insomuch that only, 
three remained obdurate and unbelieving.--- 
These were cast into a burning fiery furnace, as 
a most wonderful display of ‘vindictive justice.” 
In modern times ai/ the people are invited and they 
have great revivals and miraculous conversions, 





Boxes. of segars have lately been received 
at Pittsburg, Pa. all but the upper tier being 


corn-cobs! What are wooden nutmegs quoted 
at? 
— eee 
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but they are not so general as of old. The only 
reason of this is, that the burning fiery furnace, 


now threatened, is farther off, out of sight, and 
may very easily be escaped. It is true the her- 
alds make what amends they can by representing 
it much hotter, and as lasting much longer. ut 


it will not do. People are becoming self-willed. 
They will go to meeting, and-worship God be- 
cause they love him, not because they are afraid 
of a fiery furnaee. 


Do our Presbyterian friends recollect the say- 
ing of onc 4whom we call Master, ‘Therefore 





all things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do unto you, do ye even soto them?” And 


suppose, that fhe Universalists should conclude 
to have a three or thirteen days’ meeting, and 
should send little invitations of the above nature 
to families in that denomination, and should 
paste them on the doors, how would they receive 








it? Would they not regard it as a public insult ? 
Suppose Miss Francis Wright should thus invite 


families to attend a course of Atheistical lec- 
tures to continue three days. What would they 
think of it ? B - 

We wish our Presbyterian friends great suc- 
cess in their new invention. While they thus do 





tion merit severe chastisement. They have 
denounced the Legislature as being opposed to 
“all religion,” because it is unwilling to see its 


patronage devoted to the upbuilding of a single 
sect-—and that the most aristocratic and intoler- 
ant one in the land ; and we hope they may be 
made to feelin return a legislative lash. 


Christian Intelligencer. 


EW INVENTION. 

Though “God hath made man upright, yet 
they have sought out many invettions.” And 
ot all inventors, our Presbyterian friends cer- 
tainly bear off the palm. Three, four, thirteen, 
and we know not but twenty-three days meetings, 
with all the accompaniments thereunto belong- 
ing, have been invented, and put in operation 
for more than six months, with a success that 
might shame the inspired apostles themselves. 
But whether our clergymen are becoming move 
zealous in their labors at saving souls, or wheth- 
er the people are growing careless and dull of 
hearing, we know not. At any rate a new in- 
vention has made its appearance. How can 
men be saved without Three Day’s Meetings ? 
And what good will Three Days Meetings do 
without people attend them? And who will at- 
tend them without he isinvited? So here we 
give a copy of the invitation card, which has been 
hberally scattered in the upper part of the city, 
thrown into the shops, and sometimes kindly 
and politely pasted on the front door of private 
dwellings, as Theatre Bills are displayed on 
boards, or calls for a Ward Caucus are pasted 
on the Jamp posts, 








to others as they would be treated themselves, 


they cannot fail of an approving concience, of 

very much recommending their own piety, and 

also the beauty and worth*of their own religion. 
Christian Messenger. 


- HE CHRONICLE 
WOODSTOCK, JAN. 21, 1882. 














Turtle Catchers on the Coast of Darien.—At 
San Blas, on the coast of Darien, a small set- 
tlement of -Indians is established for the sole 





purpose of taking turtle. The settlement is 
situated among a group of bays, and has a 
small but very secure harbor, in which coast- 
ers may safely ride. It is under the manage- 
ment of three English, two American, and 
three Colombian traders, who make a vast 
profit from the shells. The quantity of tor- 
toise-shell taken by them amount on an aver- 
age to 15,000 Ibs. per year, the value. of which 
is about 28,0001. The produce of their em- 
ployment varies very much according to the 
nature of the season, as in some years they 
take as much as 32,000/. worth of shell; an 
enormous produce for one out of the many like 
establishments on this coast. It is a curious 
fact that the handsomest shell, and consequent- 
ly the most valuable, is stripped from the ani- 
mal while living, the beauty of the shell always 
becoming less as the animal dies. The dread- 
ful torture which the creature endures by the 
operation, finds no consideration in the minds 
of the traders.—Foreign Publication, 
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In this town, on the 15th inst. by Rev? Mr. Hazen, Mr. Cy- 
renus Houghton, to Miss Lucy Dunham. 

In Hartland, on the Sth inst. by the Rev. Mr. Delano, Mr. 
Chester Be Shurtleff, to Miss Miranda Adams, both of Hartland. 

In this town, on the Ist instant, by Isaac Parker, Esq. Mr. 
Charles Whitaker, of Hartland, to Miss Zeruah "Beckwith, of 


this town. 


In this town, Mr. Thomas J. Slayton, of Barnard, to Miss 
Lucy H» Hayes, of this town. 

Iu Weathersfield, Dr. Nathaniel Tolls, of Reading, to Miss 
Frances J. Upham. 

In Montgomery, Oct. 10, Mr. William Isaacs, of Eden, to 
Miss Caroline Barrows. ‘Alse, Dec. 24, Mr. James Smith, 
to Miss Fanny Upham. 

In Lebanon, N. H. Hon. Lebbeus Edgerton, of Randolph, 
Lieut. Governor of this State, to Mrs. Elizabeth Howe, 

In Windsor, Mr. Elijah Growe, to Miss Ruth Marey. 

In Burlington, on the Ist inst. Mr. Wyram J. Warner, to Miss 
Jane A. Morse. 

In Stowe, on the 8th inst. by Nathan Robinson, jr. Esq. Mr. 
JOHN A. UPHAM, to Miss Adaline U. Whipple. 











DIED, 

Tn Stowe, on the 22d ult. Mrs. Mary Upham, wife of Mr, 
JOHN A. UPHAM, aged 25. , 

In this village, on the 8th inst. Ellen Maria, daughter of Mr, 
Abram Stearns, aged 18 months. 

In this town, on the 29th ult. widow Mary Upham, aged 97. 

In Bethel, on the 14th of Dec. ult. Mrs Sabra Noble, widow 
of the late Nehemiah Noble, Esq. aged 77.— Printers in Con- 
necticut are requested, §c. 

In Burlington, on the 3d inst. Mr. Samuel Collamer, a Rev- 
olutionary pensioner in the 67th year of his age, 

In Castleton, Harriet Pherona, infant daughter of Rev. C. P. 
Clark, 

In Rochester, on the 27th ult. Mr. Stephen Steele, aged 78, 
formerly of Windsor. 

Iu Keene, N. H, Mr. Abijah Houghton, a Revolutionary pen- 
sioner, aged 84. 


72. Mr. G. served his country in the revolutionary war, was 
an early settler in Bradford, where he lived respected tor his ex- 
emplary morals, and died lamented. 

In Worcester, Mass. Dec. 14, Capt. Asa Hamilton, aged 68. 
He was found dead in his store, having been well and attending 
to his ordinary business but a few minutes previous to his death. 

In Hartland, on the 4th ult. Mrs. Grace Totman, aged 102 
years, 7 months and 10 days. 

In Topsham, Jan. 5th, Esther B. Nutt, daughter of 
Mr. John Nutt, aged 21. 





In Bradford, on the 30th Nov., Mr. JosHta Gerry, aged 


% 
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From the Edinburgh Literary Journal. 
BYRON’S PRAYER. 


My soul is sick of this long day— 
i’m weary of its lingering light— 
And, loathing life, I turn away, 
To weep and wish for night. 
[ long to lay me gently down, 
In slumber on my mother’s breast— 
And would exchange an empire’s crown, 
For everlasting rest. 


‘Though but in Manheod’s morn I stand, 
I ’ve lived the laurel wreath to gain— 
My songs are heard in every land, 
And beauty breathes the strain. 
Here smiles and sweetest tears are mine, 
And yet of love, youth, fume posses’t, 
Oh, gladly wonld my heart resign, 
All—all for @ndless rest. 


The dreams for which men wish to live, 
Or dare to die—the gilded cloud 
Of glory o’er the tomb Id give, 
Yor silence and a shroud. 
I ask no Paradise on high : 
With being’s strife on earth opprest, 
The only heaven for which I sigh, 
is fest—eternal rest. 


My natal day in tears I keep, 
Which I rejoieed in when a child, 

And which returned, the birth I weep, 
O’er whiéh my mother smiled. 

Bid heaven take back the breath it gave, 
‘That I, a cold and silent guest, 

Within my father’s house, the grave, * 
May find a long—long rest. 


Without my own consent I came, 
But with my wildest wish I go; 

For I would fairly be the same 

_  [ was—e’er born to woe; 

My cold bush’d heart, with no pale gleams 
Of consciousness to wake and waste, 

1 would have slept, without its dreams, 
In rest—eternal rest! 








Vesuvivs.—An account of a visit to the 
crater of Mount Vesuvius, in a letter from 
Naples, Oct. 13, from the Liverpool Advertis- 
er. 

When we ascended in April last the moun- 
tain was perfectly tranquil, and the interior of 
the cone (which is about a mile in circumfer- 
ence at its summit) was then between 200 and 
300 feet deep. At this depth it presented an 
uneven surface of black lava, the crater of 1828 
rising near its centre, to the right of which 
were the three smaller ones formed by the 
slight eruption that took place in December 
1830. On the whole of these there were in- 
crustations of sulphur, of a bright yellow col- 
or, in some places tinged with rich orange; 
from several points there were exhalations of 
vapor; but in no part was there, in the day 
time, an appearance of flame, though in some 
of the cavities the heat was sufficient to burn 
any thing easily combustible. In others, which 
seemed formed by large blisters of lava, the 
spars of sulphur, in the shape of crystalliza- 
tions of hoar frost, had every appearance of a 
furnace at white heat, and the exhalations from 
them were so offensive that, except to the 


them, 

In May the smoke began to rise above the 
top of the mountain, and in the following months 
the bursts of fire were visible at a considerable 
distance, The lava from the crater gradually 
filled the interior of the cone, covering the 
three small craters of 1830; and on the 20th 
of September it burst over the side, taking the 
direction towards Pompeii till it reached the 
foot of the cone, and then making an angle to- 
wards the convent called the Camaldoll. 


On the 7th inst. being desirous of seeing the 
‘effect of these changes, I left Naples, accom- 
| panied by a friend, about half-past four in the 
‘afternoon, taking mules and a guide (as usual) 
lat Resina. We had twilight till within a short 
distance of the Hermitage, when our guide 
lighted one of the torches; its glare, flashing 
| upon the rocks and lava, as he went before us 
through some narrow passes of the mountain, 
gave thema magnificent appearance, and con- 








verted our little cavalcade into a splendid pic-| 
ture. After resting a few minutes at the Her- | 
mitage we proceeded, accompanied by the, 
customary guard, to the bottom of the cone, ; 
where we left our mules, and proceeded on| 
foot. As we assended, the wind, which hed 
suddenly risen, increased toa gale. When 
we reached the top we found tht bed of lava, 
that in April was 300 feet below where we 
stood, now three or four feet above us; it had 
cooled, except here and there a small spot that 
was still burning, and presented a black and 
uneven mass, similar in substance, but much 
darker, than the coke sold at the gasworks. 


few minutes threw out, with a loud crackling 
noise, a quantity of red hot stones and flame. 
The stones rose as high as the flight of a sky- 
rocket, and about half of them fell back into 
the crater; the remainder came rattling down 
its sides. 

After watching three or four of these ex- 
plosions we proceeded to the opposite side of 
the cone, in order to see the stream of lava. 
We had not gone far before our torch was ex- 








tinguished by the wind. Our guide was dis- 
posed ‘to return; but ‘inding us determined 
either to go on or to wait till the gale had sub- 
sided, he proposed that we should follow him, 
and keep together by holding the same stick 
that he held, making our way as well as we 
could in the dark, with the chance of falling 
down the mountain on one side, or into the 
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windward, it was “very difficult to “approach of red-hot lava, which»emitted a most suffoca- 


ting smell. 

After remaining here some time, we re-as- 
cended, with less-difficulty than I expected, 
and passing along the e descended the 
cone, remounted our mules, took some refresh- 
ment at the Hermitage, and reached Naples 
at half past one in the morning, having been 
absent about nine hours. 





ADVERSITY.» 
“Sweet are the uses of adversity ; 
Which, like the toad, ugly and venomous, 
Wears yet a precious jewel in its head.” 

If prosperity has its pleasures and enjoy- 
ments, adversity has its uses; and is merciful- 
ly designed to wean our affections from the 
things of time and sense. It teaches us what 
little dependence we are to place in the con- 
tinuance of earthly happiness, and its inability 
at the best, to satisfy the high and lofty aspira- 
tions, in which the mind of man is constantly 
engaged. And yet, who that hath been tried 
by adversity but has felt its sternness? what 
heart that has not known 

‘It is a bitter trial to forsake 

Een fora season, in this changeful world, 

The things we cherish ? 
And who, without a momentary struggle, can 
meet the cold averted glance, and but half ex- 
tended hand, of those we have loved and trusted 
‘in; Though these for a season may wound the 
| breast of sensibility, yet to the christian it can 
|be but momentary; his thoughts will partake 
| of the character of the Being he worships, and 
| being fixed on things immortal, will enable him 
to feel such tme dignity, as can pity the little- 


The crater was considerably, raised, and every | ness of soul that could insult misfortune mere- 
“fy 

Whatever may have been the cause of our — 
tthe loss of health, of friends, or — 

fortune; is it any, or all of these, even then 


ly because it was such. 
affliction, is i 


there is a source of consolation, from which 
all may derive comfort. Itis in fact, only, when 
all earthly resources fail, and he has known | 
the emptiness of all earthly enjoyments,. that 
man will trust in heaven. Then, and then on- 
ly, will he entirely place his dependence on his 
Maker and in humble confidence repeat ‘Thy 
will be done.’ How blinded by sin and folly, 
how rebellious is the heart of man! When for 
the most merciful purposes the rod of affliction 





is used, how many are the discontents and 
murmurs that arise in our breasts; how do we 
slight the mercy of divine chastisements, and 
continue in a course that must end in disap- 





cone on the other. 
In a short time we came to the descent, which | 


sable; it continually broke beneath our weight; 
and making the best of our way across it, we 
came to one of the most magnificent sights we 
ever witnessed. From an aperture inthe black 
lava, like a spring from the side of a mountain 
issued a stream of fire more brilliant than mel- 
ted gold, which descended at first with consid- 
erable rapidity, though so dense that large 
pieces of hardened lava, thrown upon it from 
above, floated on the surface; its breadth was 
four feét. In every direction below it the 
mountain was for some distance intersected by 
streams of less brilliancy. ‘The heat, as we 





approached near its edge was almost intolera- 





bie, and a little above us there was a amall pit 


pointment. Oh! man, man, regardless of the 
care of Providence, how madly does he pur- 


was steep, and soon brought us to a stream of|sue, with the most determined ardor, the phan- 
lava, 30 feet wide, that had issued 15 days be-| tom of his imagination, and which attained, like 
fore, and was now sufficiently cooled to be pas-| bubbles, assures him of its airy nothingness! 


yet 
«Such is life; 
The distant prospect always seems more fair, 
And when attained another still succeeds, 
Far fairer than before—yet compassed round 
With the samé dangers and the same dismay.” 
Messenger. 





Some six or eight weeks ago, Mr. Davis 
Rock, of Napier township, Pennsylvania, at- 
tempted to administer medicine to a sick heifer, 
which, it afterwards appeared was mad, In 
the act of doing so, he wounded one of his fin- 
gers, and thereby is supposed to have caught 
the jnfection, which resulted in his death im « 
mast dreadful state of hydrophobia. 
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